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NO LEGAL BASIS 
FOR REVGOV 


THREAT, SAYS IBP 


DUTERTE OFFERS CHINA 


3RD TELCO CARRIER SLOT 


The Palace says the duopoly of PLDT and Globe is about to end. But a Chinese company must find a local partner. 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
and Miguel Camus 
@Team_Inquirer 


“The telecom duopoly is about 
to end,” Malacañang declared 


Harry Roque announced that 
President Duterte had offered 
China the “privilege” of operat- 
ing the third telco player in the 
country to “break up” the indus- 
try duopoly of PLDT and Globe 


said Mr. Duterte 


made the offer during his meet- 
ing with Chinese Premier Li Ke- 
qiang in Malacanang last week. 
He also said that former In- 
formation and Communication 
Secretary Rodolfo  Salalima, 
who resigned in September af- 
ter complaining of “corruption 


and interference,” might “have 
prevented the earlier breakup 
of the duopoly.” 

In a press briefing, Roque 
said offering China to become 
the third telco operator in the 
country “is the latest instance of 
the President proving that he 


has the political will to do what 
is necessary to benefit the Fil- 
ipino people.” 

“I repeat, the announcement 
is that duopoly, that telecoms 
duopoly is about to end,” he 
said. 

No specific Chinese compa- 


ny has been lined up, according 
to Roque. 

He said the President chose 
China because it had the capital 
and the technology to provide 
efficient telecom service. 

“Consider also the AG 
proximity and the fact that 


on Monday. Telecom. 
Presidential spokesperson Roque 
NO POLICY REVERSAL 


OPEN-PIT 
MINING BAN 
STILL IN PLACE 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
and Karl R. Ocampo 
@Team_Inquirer 


The ban on open-pit mining put 
in place by then Environment 
Secretary Regina Paz Lopez 
stays despite an interagency 
council’s recommendation to 
lift it, Malacañang said on Mon- 
day. 

Presidential spokesperson 
Harry Roque said President 
Duterte had personally told him 
that the ban should remain in 
force even after the Cabinet- 
level Mining Industry Coordi- 
nating Council (MICC) had vot- 
ed to reverse the policy. 

“I verified this personally 
with the President. He says that 
the ban on new open pit mining 
remains,” Roque said at a press 
briefing. 

He said this was one of the 
instances when he personally 
asked the President if there was 
a change in policy. “[H]e says 
that there is still no new policy 
on this. Thereisstillaban == 
on new open pit mining.” AG 


Mugabe ignores 
deadline to resign 


HARARE, ZIMBABWE—Longtime President 
Robert Mugabe ignored a midday deadline set by 
the ruling party to step down or face impeach- 
ment proceedings. Opposition activists and the 
influential liberation war veterans association 
announced more demonstrations to pressure 
Mugabe to go. “Your time is up,” veterans 
association leader Chris Mutsvangwa said Kg 
at a press conference. —STORY BY AP 
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Abaya faces graft 
rap over MRT deal 


Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes Jr. and 
former Bayan Muna Rep. Neri Colmenares on 
Monday led the filing of a graft complaint 
against former Transportation Secretary Joseph 
Emilio Abaya and 14 others over alleged irregu- 
larities in the recently terminated P3.809-billion 
Metro Rail Transit Line 3 maintenance 
deal with Busan Universal Rail Inc. —story A15 
BY VINCE F. NONATO 
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SPORTS 


Sizzling Curry lifts 
Warriors past Nets 


NEW YORK—Stephen Curry had season highs 
of 39 points and 11 rebounds, and the Golden 
State Warriors held on after he fouled out to 
beat the Brooklyn Nets, 118-111, in the NBA on 
Sunday. The Warriors, playing without the in- 
jured Kevin Durant, built a 22-point cushion at 
halftime behind 22 points from Curry. 
They led by 28 in the third quarter. A18 
—STORY BY AP 
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World Pitmasters Cup nears climax at Resorts World Manila 


The country’s top breeders continue to battle it out for the guaranteed grand prize of Php15,000,000 as 
the World Pitmasters Cup-Master Breeders Edition 2 reaches the third round of its 3-stag semifinals at 
the Newport Performing Arts Theater in Resorts World Manila (RWM). 

Considered to be the richest cockfighting event in the country, the World Pitmasters Cup-Master 
Breeder Edition 2 brings together over 300 entries featuring top local champions for a 10-day contest at 
the country’s premier entertainment and lifestyle destination. 

Four-stag finals are slated on November 22 leading up to the grand finals on November 25 with all 
entries earning four to five points battling it out for the grand prize which could even reach the Php24 
million mark as it did during the previous Master Breeder edition. 

“It’s anybody's ballgame,” said businessman Gerry Ramos. “At the end of the day, these are the 
toughest of the toughest fights,” he added. 

For more exciting events at RWM, visit www.rwmanila.com or call the Tourist/Visitor Hotline at (632) 
908-8833. 


